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ing to the central nervous system to the first part of the 
vignette. Patients are asked to provide descriptive infor-
mation about those symptoms which cause limitations or 
inf luence their daily activities.

In the second part of the vignette the Likert scale is used 
in order to provide quantification to the impact of specif-
ic symptoms and clinical conditions related to thrombo-
cytopenia on patients functioning[7]. Patients are asked to 
rank on a 5 level scale (+2,+1,0, -1,-2) each of the symp-
toms mentioned in the first part, +2 meaning very sig-
nificant impact, +1 mean impact, 0 - indifferent, -1 small 
impact, -2 no impact.

We have validated the vignettes within psychologists 
and clinicians in order to ensure proper context descrip-
tion. The vignettes are available only in Polish language. 
For other languages translation and validation process 
should be followed.

Results
We have created the vignettes with special focus on the 
most frequent thrombocytopenia symptoms and those 
most life threatening producing particular fear and 
concern to patients. The vignettes describe a hypothet-
ical patient with thrombocytopenia and the symptoms 
which may impact the quality of life in daily functioning.  
We have not personalized the vignettes with details such 
as names in order to make the tool more f lexible allowing 
the optimal identification and usage in a non-preselected 
group of patients.

In the first part of each vignette patients are asked to pro-
vide qualitative information in a descriptive way about 
symptoms inf luencing their daily functioning or threat-
ening the most.  The second part is using the Likert scale 
with 5 steps to assess quantitatively the impact of specific 
symptoms.

The vignette presented in figure 1 is dedicated to adult 
male patients. The figure 2 vignette presents the vignette 
dedicated to female patient. The figure 3 vignette is for 
thrombocytopenia children caregivers.

Figure 1. Adult male’s with thrombocytopenia vignette

Figure 2. Adult Female’s  with Thrombocytopenia vignette
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